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Hands-on experiences

Analysis of the ESEF validation rules 2019. Explanation of the different

sources of the validation rules (ESEF taxonomy, IFRS taxonomy and LEI

taxonomy) and the common elements between the validation rules and the

conformance suite.
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ESEF VALIDATION RULES. HANDS-ON EXPERIENCES

Where to download the ESEF validation rules?
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https://www.esma.europa.eu/document/esma-esef-taxonomy-2019

https://www.esma.europa.eu/document/esma-esef-taxonomy-2019
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ESEF VALIDATION RULES 2019

477 validations

ESEF taxonomy

IFRS taxonomy LEI taxonomy
28 validations

443 validations 6 validations

XBRL formula 
assertions
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES

ESEF taxonomy 28 validations

Context validations

Fact and footnote validations Mandatory mark-up validation

10 validations

8 validations

10 validations

Value 
assertions

Existence 
assertions
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy 28 validations

Context validations

Fact and footnote validations Mandatory mark-up validation

10 validations

8 validations

10 validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy

10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to not use xml:base attribute in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-2_1

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to not use xml:base attribute in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-2_1

ESEF taxonomy

10 fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-2_1

ESEF taxonomy

10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to not use xml:base attribute in a report.
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to use standard XBRL 2.1 roles and arcroles
while defining footnotes in a report.

3 validations
WARNINGS

G2-3-1_1

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended that footnoteLink element has no children other
than link:loc, link:footnote and link:footnoteArc.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-3-1_1

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to use standard XBRL 2.1 roles and arcroles
while defining footnotes in a report.

3 validations
WARNINGS

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended that footnoteLink element has no children other
than link:loc, link:footnote and link:footnoteArc.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-3-1_1

G2-3-1_1
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy

It is recommended that footnote element must be linked to at least 
one fact.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-3-1_2

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE

10 fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy

It is recommended that footnote element must be linked to at least 
one fact.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-3-1_2

10 fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

It is recommended that footnote element must be linked to at least 
one fact.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-3-1_2

10 fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy

It is recommended to not use fraction items in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-1_3

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE

10 fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy

It is recommended to not use fraction items in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-1_3

10 fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy

It is recommended to not use fraction items in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-1_3

10 fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to use @decimals attribute rather than the
@precision attribute on numeric facts to define their accuracy.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-2-1

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to use @decimals attribute rather than the
@precision attribute on numeric facts to define their accuracy.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-2-1
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to use @decimals attribute rather than the
@precision attribute on numeric facts to define their accuracy.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-2-1
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended that a language attribute is assigned to all
textual facts.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-5-2

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE



24

ESEF VALIDATION RULES. HANDS-ON EXPERIENCES

ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended that a language attribute is assigned to all
textual facts.

1 validation
WARNING

G2-5-2
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact and footnote validations

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to not use tuples in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-1_2

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE 2020 – G2.4.1 (II)

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to not use tuples in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-1_2
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ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE 2020 – G2.4.1 (II)

ESEF taxonomy
10 fact and footnote validations

It is recommended to not use tuples in a report.
1 validation
WARNING

G2-4-1_2
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy 28 validations

Context validations

Fact and footnote validations Mandatory mark-up validation

10 validations

8 validations

10 validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

Comparative information must be disclosed in respect of the
previous period for all amounts reported in the financial
statements.

2 validations
WARNINGS
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

All issuers shall identify themselves using ISO 17442 LEIs on the
XBRL context entity identifiers and schemes.

1 validation
ERROR

RTS_Annex_IV_Par_2_G2-1-1

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

All issuers shall identify themselves using ISO 17442 LEIs on the
XBRL context entity identifiers and schemes.

1 validation
ERROR

RTS_Annex_IV_Par_2_G2-1-1
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

All issuers shall identify themselves using ISO 17442 LEIs on the
XBRL context entity identifiers and schemes.

1 validation
ERROR

RTS_Annex_IV_Par_2_G2-1-1
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

All entity identifiers in contexts shall have identical content.
1 validation

ERROR
RTS_Annex_IV_Par_1_G2-1-4

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

All entity identifiers in contexts shall have identical content.
1 validation

ERROR
RTS_Annex_IV_Par_1_G2-1-4
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

All entity identifiers in contexts shall have identical content.
1 validation

ERROR
RTS_Annex_IV_Par_1_G2-1-4
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

It is recommended to present the period element in the YYYY-
MM-DD format without the time component.

3 validations
WARNINGSG2-1-2

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

It is recommended to present the period element in the YYYY-
MM-DD format without the time component.

3 validations
WARNINGSG2-1-2
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

It is recommended to use only scenario container in context
elements of XBRL instance document.

1 validation
WARNINGG2-1-3_1

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

8 context validations

It is recommended to use only scenario container in context
elements of XBRL instance document.

1 validation
WARNINGG2-1-3_1
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Context validations

ESEF taxonomy

It is recommended to use only scenario container in context
elements of XBRL instance document.

1 validation
WARNINGG2-1-3_1
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Mandatory mark-up validation

ESEF taxonomy 28 validations

Context validations

Fact and footnote validations Mandatory mark-up validation

10 validations

8 validations

10 validations
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Mandatory mark-up validation

ESEF taxonomy
10 mandatory mark-up validation

Address of entity's registered office

Country of incorporation

Description of nature of entity's operations and principal activities 

Domicile of entity 

Explanation of change in name of reporting entity or other means of identification from end of 
preceding reporting period 

Legal form of entity 

Name of parent entity 

Name of reporting entity or other means of identification 

Name of ultimate parent of group 

Principal place of business 

WARNING

WARNING

WARNING

WARNING

WARNING

WARNING

WARNING

WARNING

WARNING

ERROR

RTS_Annex_II_Par_2
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Mandatory mark-up validation

ESEF taxonomy
10 mandatory mark-up validation

RTS_Annex_II_Par_2

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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ESEF TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Mandatory mark-up validation

ESEF taxonomy
10 mandatory mark-up validation

RTS_Annex_II_Par_2
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LEI TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES

LEI taxonomy 6 validations

Not a valid Legal Entity Identifier (invalid checksum). 2 validations

Not a valid Legal Entity Identifier (contains invalid check digits 00,
01, or 99).

2 validations

Not a valid Legal Entity Identifier (invalid format). 1 validation

Not the standard LEI scheme ('http://standards.iso.org/iso/17442') 1 validation

RTS_Annex_IV_Par_2_G2-1-1

Value 
assertions
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LEI TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES

LEI taxonomy 6 validations

RTS_Annex_IV_Par_2_G2-1-1

Value 
assertions

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Fact equivalence validations

443 validations

Fact equivalence validations. Reported values for alternative
tagging of same economic concept should be equal.

124 validations
WARNINGS

IFRS taxonomy
imported in 
esef_cor.xsd
entry point

Value 
assertions
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Negative and positive fact validations

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Negative fact validations. Reported value should not exceed 0.
2 validations
WARNINGS

imported in 
esef_cor.xsd
entry point

Value 
assertions

Positive fact validations. Reported value should not be below
0.

1 validation
WARNING
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Percentage warnings

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Percentage warnings. Reported value should not exceed 100%.
1 validation
WARNING

imported in 
esef_cor.xsd
entry point

G2-2-2

Value 
assertions

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Percentage warnings

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Percentage warnings. Reported value should not exceed 100%.
1 validation
WARNING

imported in 
esef_cor.xsd
entry point

G2-2-2

Value 
assertions
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Percentage warnings

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Percentage warnings. Reported value should not exceed 100%.
1 validation
WARNING

imported in 
esef_cor.xsd
entry point

G2-2-2

Value 
assertions
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Technical validations

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Technical validations. Inconsistent duplicated facts should not
be reported.

1 validation
WARNING

imported in 
esef_cor.xsd
entry point

RTS_Annex_IV_Par_12_G2-2-4

Value 
assertions

ESEF CONFORMANCE SUITE
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Technical validations

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Technical validations. Inconsistent duplicated facts should not
be reported.

1 validation
WARNING

imported in 
esef_cor.xsd
entry point

RTS_Annex_IV_Par_12_G2-2-4

Value 
assertions
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES

ORIGINAL

COMPLETE

CONSISTENT

INCONSISTENT
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Cross period validations

443 validations

Cross period validations. Reported value at end of period
should be equal to sum of reported value at beginning of
period and changes in that value during period.

32 validations
WARNINGS

IFRS taxonomy
NOT imported in 

esef_cor.xsd 
entry point

Value 
assertions
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Mandatory mark-up validation

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Axis aggregation validations. Total of reported values for
children members should be equal to reported value for parent
member.

276 validations
WARNINGS

NOT imported in 
esef_cor.xsd 
entry point

Value 
assertions
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IFRS TAXONOMY VALIDATION RULES - Mandatory mark-up validation

443 validationsIFRS taxonomy

Earnings per share validations. Calculated earnings per share
(EPS) should be equal to reported value.

6 validations
WARNINGS

NOT imported in 
esef_cor.xsd 
entry point

Value 
assertions



Thanks!


